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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 


Dear Charles Douglas-Home 

On Saturday October 20, you carried a news report which was disgraceful even by the 
current standards of your fast-declining newspaper. 

Headlined ‘‘NF accused of jumping on bandwagon with ‘green’ policies’, it outlined 
some of the Front’s new adopted Strasserite policies and consisted almost entirely of 
rehashing a Nationalism Today article by Front official Phil Andrews, coupled with a few 
quotes from Andrews. In all, it was no more than a glorious publicity puff for the NF, 
running to almost 15 column inches and leading page 2 of your paper. The ‘‘accusation”’ 
referred to in the headline got short shrift: Friends of the Earth being quoted saying one 
word: ‘‘appalling’’. 

It omits to mention that the spiritual inspiration behind the NF’s new ‘rural’ policy is the 
notorious Italian anti-semite Julius Evola. 

It quotes uncritically Front claims that ‘‘after successful new membership drives’’. . . 
‘numbers are said to have quadrupled”’ in some areas, when the fact is that the NF’s 
membership, at around 3,000, is its lowest for ten years. 

It makes no mention whatsoever of the continuing stream of NF activists passing 
through the courts and being convicted of racial attacks or other violent behaviour in 
which they are involved on an increasing scale. 

It leaves out the Front’s own admission (Daily Express 9 July 1984) that they have been 
associating with Italian terrorist suspects hiding out in this country. 

And it totally ignores the overt and increasingly violent anti-semitism in which the NF is 
steeped, and which oozes from its publications. Could your reporter have missed, in the 
same issue of Nationalism Today, the hymn of praise to the anti-Jewish British Brothers 
League of the nineteenth century? 

Your reporter tells us that the NF ‘‘aligns’’ itself with existing ‘‘green’’ organisations, 
without also telling us that Phil Andrews, in Nationalism Today, explicitly spells out that 
these are to be infiltrated and taken over. 

Frankly, the whole piece was a disgrace. The lies and boasts of the thugs who run this 
party are taken at face value, and important information which could provide a true 
picture, has been completely omitted. 

Perhaps it is about time The Times quietly dropped its claim to be ‘‘the paper of 
record’’. 


COVER PRICE 


For more than two years we have managed to keep Searchlight’s cover price down to 50p. 
Our last increase was in July 1982, and even then, was only a modest 10p. Many political 
journals reached the 70p mark some time ago. 

As our readers will appreciate, the costs involved in producing a magazine like 
Searchlight, and maintaining the back-up services we provide to activists and the media, 
are considerable. And they are increasing all the time. 

Regretfully, we find that we have to bow to the inevitable and raise our price to 70p from 
next month. The new subscription rates are printed below. 
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Organisations £20 
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Outside Europe (airmail) £25 
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Front ‘inquisition’ hammers dissidents 


of resentment rising ‘against their 


ey hegacee “— their —_— 


pideeny chose activen who © ns 
challenge the young Suhrers by 


(RECURVEW DELIVERY Wor 


x ia: ATIONAL FRONT 


!, Croydon, CRO 2QF, Surrey. 
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ery. Paul Johnson, Telephone Deal (0304) 361770. 
74, Canute Road, 


‘eal, Kent, OT1h-6QX- ee Se 


ito: Sth September, 198). 0; P. Johnson anute 
en patent 


Re: Disciplinary Tribunal; Saturday 13th Ootober: 2.00pm. 


I write to inform you that, at its meeting of Sunday 9th September 
the National Directorate of the National Front resolved that evidence existed to charge 
you with the following alleged offences against the Constitution of the National Front:- 
1):- That the petition for inquiry into National Front financiel affairs dated 8th July 

1984 signed by you and circulated to members and non-members of the perty 
containing factually incorrect statements contavenes Section 8; Sub-section 1. 
paragraph i414) of thg constitution. 


"Deliberately contravening the provisions of this Constitution, or any lawful 
end Constitutional directive issued by the Directorate." 
:- That the petition for inquiry into National Front financiel affeirs dated 8th July 
498l, signed by you and circulated to members and non-members of the party 
containing factually incorrect statements contravenes Section 8; Sub-section 1. 
paragraph vi) of the constitution; 
"Committing an sot of disloyalty to the party." 
~ Theat the petition for inquiry into Nations] Front financial affeirs dated 8th July 
{984 signed by you and circulated to members and non-menbers of the party containing 


‘actually incorrect stetements contravenes Section 8; Sub-section 1. paragraph vii) 
of the constitution, 


oat from the factor of self-preservation against the malicé of such people . . . can we be sure. Hot 
such peoplé could conduct a ballot honestly? They are responsible for posting out the papers: Howton 
we be sure that all the members were sent « ballot paper? ” They are responsible for appointing the» 
persons who will count the ballots. Even assuming the jnfegrity of these appointees,’ how can they know 
if eveymernber was sent a paper? In addition to:that consideration : how. many members will be 
motivated to vote iri sucha "ballot"... what proportion of the membership? The more one thinks 
about various aspect's of thig “ballot” as a means “gt “expelling members, the more one realises what an 
unscrupulsus and cynical farce the whole set-up is. It is. clearly’ the product of third-rate as well as 
tyrannous minds. |For all these reasons | urge et and foe alike to; BOYCOTT THE BOGUS BALLOT | 


Andréw Brons has described the contents of the Petition, oa party fords as "o pack of lies”. 
ne item in the Petition stated that because lan Anderson fad arrogantly neglected to put in a Defence 
against a Summons issued against NF News by freelance photographer Jeremy Young that Judgement: 
against the NF had been obtuined indefault, "Pack of lies"? “Mr. Young has net only got Judgement, 
but o Damages award against the NF has been'Ortered. by the Court ‘in the sum of £400.00. Costs will 
be in the region of £200+. The Petition-alss made mention “éf an alléged party debt to Mr. Ken 





A weekend away with 


the °‘political soldiers’’ 





OO rer Morice. ooo Dubos 


The National Front’s goon squad of ‘political soldiers’ took to the country again at the 


beginning of October, for a weekend of ‘seminars’ and paramilitary training. 

About two dozen left London by mini-bus for a camp which had been organised in 
considerable secrecy. We show them, above, gathering on the Embankment, under the 
watchful eye of Activities Organiser Joe Pearce. Inset: one of the faithful scrutinises the 
latest disclosures in Searchlight. 
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Front rally 
called off 


in Brighton... 


A NATIONAL Front march against 
“ritual slaughter’ took place in 
Brighton on 22 September, but a 
planned rally had to be called off in 
the face of determined anti-fascist 
opposition. 


About 60 NF members, including the 
drum corps, were heavily outnumbered by 
more than 400 counter-demonstrators from 
the Anti-Nazi League and animal rights 
groups. 


The Front, who had to be shielded by 
police as they marched, had orginally 
intended to assemble outside a Jewish old 
people’s home, but were prevented from 
doing so by the police. 


They were constantly jeered as they 
proceeded though the town, and seven anti- 
fascists were arrested after scuffles with 
Front supporters. Their rally abandoned, 
the NF were driven away in a coach. 


Their claim that the march was not racist 
but simply against Jewish and Moslem 
methods of animal slaughter was dismissed 
by Brighton Animal Rights Campaign 
representative Steve Bondini. He said: ‘‘It’s 
a hoax. It’s just an excuse to bash the Jews 
and the Mohamedans’’. 


Miss Frances Hix, chairwoman of 
Brighton and Mid-Sussex branch of the 
RSPCA, also condemned the NF march. 


“If it were not Jewish people who carry 
out this slaughter they would not be 
interested in it’’, she said. Tony Greenstein, 
of the ANL, described the day as ‘‘a 
complete disaster for the Front’’. 


... and march 
banned in Yorks 


A plan by the NF to hold a march 
and rally in West Yorkshire in mid- 
October, was called off in the face 
of a police ban. 


The Front had announced that they 
would march in South Pudsey, exactly mid- 
way between Bradford and Leeds. It is 
thought they were going to try to avoid 
police restrictions by switching at the last 
minute to one or other of the larger cities. 


The party leadership was probably 
relieved at the ban: that weekend also saw 
disciplinary hearings open in London 
against a dozen Webster supporters, not the 
best time to be absent from the capital. 


CIA ‘whistle-blower’ 
joins US ae ? 


in the past. 


‘€ conversion is revealed i in a 


Sg eee by Carto’s Liberty Lobby. 


Marchetti writes that only Liberty 
Lobby (and its new political arm the 


Populist Party) “‘looks out for the 


interests of the average _ the 


‘“ the poor, be says, 


a ie a 


@ PAPER CONDEMNED FOR RACIST 
LETTERS 


There are signs that the National Front are 
making a determined effort in the North-West to 
manipulate opinion over the question of halal 
meat. In Oldham, the local paper, the Evening 
Chronicle, has been condemned for printing 
racist letters from readers. Mr Mansoor Kazi, 
secretary of Oldham Council for Racial 
Equality, said he believed the National Front was 
trying to whip up hatred against Jews and 
Moslems. 

‘*The whole thing is an orchestrated campaign 
of racism’’, he said. (Oldham Evening Chronicle 
22.8.84, 24.8.84.) 


@ KIDDERMINSTER SKINS MARCH FOR 
FRONT 


A National Front march through Kidderminster 
attracted a large number of skinheads. They were 
led by a drum band and many carried Union 
Jacks. The 80 strong march ended in a rally at 
Comberton Hill, calling for Britain’s with- 
drawal from the Common Market. A counter 
demonstration had not been organised, and the 
march, planned as an NF recruiting drive, passed 
off without incident. (Hereford Evening News 
20.8.84.) 


y ape as ‘“‘a lobby for 


. From modest Garwe e 


“encompassing at least — 


Washington lobby groups, a ‘weekly 
fates ae the notorious 


Review (which devote their energies to 


Jews perished at the hands of the nazis) _ 

and Noontide Press which has been 

connected with the Ku Klux Klan. / 
‘More recently he launched the 


Populist Party as a move away from 


lobbying and towards more direct 
intervention in the political process. In 
the past, Carto funds have gone into the 


campaign warchests of Congressional 


candidates who held views — to his 


own. 


Reputation 


Carto must be well pleased with his latest 
latest catch. Marchetti made a 
considerable reputation for himself in 


_ 1974 when the CIA threw a fit over the 


threatened publication of his insider 


account of CIA operations The CIA and 


the Cult of Intelligence. 

_ After fourteen years in the Agency, 
part of it as Executive Assistant to the 
Deputy Director, he was well-placed to 
comment devastatingly on the CIA’s 
work — which, with co-author John 
Marks he proceeded to do. Only after a 


| jengthy ‘court battle was the book 


NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ NATIONAL FRONT INSULT 


A National Front supporter urinated against a 
wall during an NF march at Waltham Cross. 
Brian Townsend, (18), of Hoddesdon, was seen 
to perform the act in front of a dozen passengers 
at the railway station. He told magistrates: 

“I done it up against the wall. I didn’t do it in 
front of no one’’. He was found guilty of using 
insulting behaviour and fined £50. 

The NF march through Waltham Cross 
attracted 100 supporters, including a large 
number of skinheads. The march was to 
demonstrate opposition to both the stationing of 
American Cruise missiles in the UK, and to 
CND. More than 200 police escorted the Union 
Jack waving marchers. (Lea Valley Mercury, 
Herts 3.8.84, 24.8.84.) 


@ PAVING STONE DEFENCE 


A 23 year old black youth living in London, 
carried a piece of paving stone for protection 
against the National Front. Guy Morris, of 
Fulham, said he was stopped by police, who 
found the stone in his bag. Morris told police he 


Victor Marchattl. 


demolishing the ‘myth’ that 6 million | 


Willis Carto. 


published, and then with dozens of 
deletions ordered by the CIA. . 
Intent on milking his high-profile new 
recruit to the full, Carto is now 
advertising Marchetti as a main Populist 
Party speaker. Spotlight announces that 


“Marchetti is now an active populist and 


available to any organisation, university, _ 
or radio/TV station to promote the 
goals of the Populist Party’’. - 


had it for: ‘‘Protection against National Front 
groups. NF lads are always attacking us blacks’, 
he said. 

The magistrates at Horseferry Road Court 
gave Morris a six month conditional discharge. 
(Fulham Chronicle 14.8.84.) 





@ FINES FOR RACIST ASSAULTS 


Three men who carried out an unprovoked 
assault on a group of Sikhs in Dundee, admitted 
the offence in court. Sheriff Bowen described the 
attack as a ‘‘quite disgraceful incident’. 

Steve McLean, (22), of Carberry Crescent, was 
fined £100 and ordered to pay £50 compensation. 
John Boyle, (21), of Carberry Cregcent, was 
fined £100 and. ordered to pay £100 
compensation. John McLean, (24), of Carberry 
Crescent, had his sentence deferred for reports. 

The attack occurred on 14 July, in Whitehall 
Street, Dundee. Three Sikh men, Nirmal Lall 
and Gurdeep Lall from Birmingham, Culdeep 
Lall from Dundee, and a 14 year old boy, were 
walking up the street when they were approached 
by the accused and attacked. They were 
repeatedly kicked and punched to the head and 
the body in the unprovoked assault. 

The accused denied that they were involved 
with the National Front. (Dundee Evening 
Telegraph 21.8.84.) 


No let-up for unwanted poly 


Front activist 





Picketing to prevent NF organiser 
Pat Harrington joining lectures 
with other students at North 
London Polytechnic is continuing 
despite arrests and despite a court 
ruling that if asked, college 
lecturers would be compelled to 
name students involved in the 
campaign. 

The issue of lecturers naming 
names came to a head in the High 
Court in late September, when Mr 
Justice Kennedy ruled that 
academic staff would not have to 
identify students involved in 
picketing last term. 

But Mr Justice Kennedy decided that he 
could not accept the arguments put forward 
by the fourteen lecturers who were resisting 
an earlier order to pick out from 
photographs students known to them who 
had been picketing the college in defiance 
of a court order. 

Instead he ruled that because so much 
time had elapsed since the anti-Harrington 
demonstrations no useful purpose would be 
served by enforcing the order against the 
lecturers. 

And he warned that any future breaches 
of the order banning picketing against 
Harrington might lead to lecturers being 
hauled before the court again and 
instructed to finger activists involved. Only 
a few days into term, however, students 
reaffirmed their intention to keep him out 
and began picketing again. 

The lecturers had opposed identification 
on the grounds that it would involve a 
breach of confidence; that it would damage 
relationships with students; that it might 
involve giving information which had been 
gained other than in the course of their 
college duties; and that there were real fears 
that identification might lead to violent 
reprisals by the NF against those identified. 

The last argument, the only one 
recognised by the judge, goes back to the 
heart of the dispute: the fears of poly 
students about having a key NF organiser 
who had been linked with NF violence in 
their midst. Harrington’s standing in the 
Front was highlighted recently when only a 
court order in favour of deposed Front 
leader Martin Webster prevented 
Harrington being co-opted to the party’s 
National Directorate to replace him. 

Lawyers for the lecturers were prevented 
by the judge from cross-examining 
Harrington to show not only that the NF 
itself had a long and public record of 
violence, which he had denied in sworn 
testimony, but also that Harrington was 
' more closely acquainted with these activities 
than he would admit in his affidavit. 

Evidence that he had expressed support 
for arson attacks against political 
opponents and had been associated with 
‘hit lists’ published in the NF’s South 
London News flatly contradicted claims he 
had made in an earlier affidavit to the High 


Court. 

In a second affidavit Harrington 
responded to evidence from a_ tape 
recording in which he _ supported 
firebombing, by denying, astonishingly, 
that the remarks were actually on the tape. 
In fact, his remarks are perfectly clear. A 
Wandsworth NF branch internal bulletin 
which linked him, then the branch 
secretary, with South London News ‘hit 
lists’, he denounced as ‘‘a fabrication’’. 

The bulletin had been provided by 
Searchlight from an NF source, and there is 
no question of it being a forgery. 

But in his second affidavit, Harrington 
made more false claims. He stated, for 
instance, that the NF would not tolerate 
violence and that ‘‘it is a very serious 
disciplinary matter for a member of the 
National Front to be discovered engaging in 
such reprehensible activities, leading 
inevitably to expulsion’’. 


Explosives 


Defence lawyers were ready to raise the 
cases of: 


Ken Matthews, a member of Harrington’s 
own Wandsworth NF branch. Released 
after a six year sentence for possession of 
explosives and petrol with intent to burn 
down a community centre he was greeted 
with an NF News headline saying 
‘“Welcome home, Ken’’. 


Nicky Crane, the pathologically violent 
East London NF member centrally involved 
in the attack some months ago on the 
GLC’s Jobs for a Change Festival in 
London. While in BM he got four years for 
affray and conspiracy to cause bodily harm. 
He was welcomed into the Front as soon as 
he got out. 

Armed with these and many other similar 
cases, the lecturers’ legal representatives 
were dismayed to hear the judge rule that 
Harrington would not be cross examined. 

Harrington was lucky: had he been 
grilled on these matters, there might have 
been irresistible pressure for him to be 
prosecuted for perjury. 

An award for costs in the case was made 
against Harrington but as he was legally 
aided it seems unlikely that the lecturers will 
get any of their £30,000 costs. The costs 
order will not be enforced unless he comes 
into some money. Harrington was refused 
leave to appeal. 

Much hung upon the reaction of NLP 
students in deciding whether to continue 
their campaign physically to deny him 
access to common classrooms. The 
lecturers were clearly not happy at such a 
possibility, particularly in the light of the 
judge’s warnings. Paul Corrigan, one of the 
defendants and head of NLP’s Applied 
Social Studies Department said ‘‘We shall 
be telling them that we have stood by them 
and appealing to them not to do anything 
that is going to place us in this sort of 
position again’’. 

In the event it was decided to maintain 





Pat Harrington. 





the pickets and only five days into term 
Harrington was again barred by students 
from entering the college. He immediately 
returned to the High Court, but was refused 
a request that a tipstaff and photographer 
should accompany him the following week 
to identify students in breach of the court 
order. 

A compromise struck between the 
college, the NUS and various campus 
unions, that Harrington should be allowed 
to attend lectures but would have individual 
classes at a building away from the main 
poly site fell apart when students decided to 
continue picketing. In scuffles with police 
five people were arrested, and Harrington 
himself was badly shaken up. All but two or 
three students walked out as he entered. 

The students’ union executive now faces 
a motion of no confidence from anti- 
Harrington campaigners on campus and 
there are worrying signs that the poly may 
be preparing to provide the High Court 
with the names of students participating in 
the recent pickets. 


duh adele Maal: Ma -lerelaemiec-lle Laie 


PROCEEDINGS of a conference held in 
June, on anti-semitism and anti-zionism, 
published by the Centre for 
Contemporary Studies, contains a 
wholly inaccurate account of a 
contributi6n by a Searchlight 
representative. 

It quotes him saying Searchlight had 
“investigated the funding of Arab terror 
groups’ and suggesting there were 
strong similarities between far left and 
far right. 

This is a complete misrepresentation. 
He said that some reactionary Arab 
states (like Saudi Arabia) had funded 
anti-semitic groups (like the World Anti- 
Communism League) under the guise of 
anti-communism, reinforcing the view 
that “communism is Jewish” — a pet far 
right theme. He also said that Searchlight 
had been criticised from some left-wing 
quarters for revealing that an Arab 
embassy had funded NF propaganda 
about Israel. He never suggested, and 
never would, that this criticism made 
some of the left indistinguishable from 


the far right. 





Racist link: White House stands firm 





Searchlight’s exclusive disclosure 
two months ago of Ronald 
Reagan's support for arch-racist 
and pro-nazi Roger Pearson has 
been taken up by the Wal St 
Journal, which expressed surprise, 
in the middle of the Presidential 
election campaign, that Reagan 
should give such a glowing 
endorsement to a race purist. 

The Wall St Journal’s enquiries 
revealed that the letter, in which 
the President expressed fulsome 
support for Pearson’s work, had in 
fact, been composed by a Pearson 
associate on the White House 
staff. 

Although signed by Reagan, it 
had been drawn up by Robert 
Schuettinger, then a middle ranking 
White House official who has since 
moved to the Defence 
Department. 

Schuettinger admitted he had 
known Pearson for several years, 
and is on the editorial board of one 
of Pearson’s journals. Curiously, he 
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Racial Purist Uses Reagan Plug 
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denied that there were any “‘valid 
grounds” for calling Pearson a 
racist, despite his copious writings 
on the need to preserve the purity 
of the white race from “inferior 
genetic stock”. 


Beyond the Pale 


According to the Wa// St Journal, 
“the White House isn’t disavowing 
the letter or repudiating Pearson, 
though it wants him to stop using 
the letter to sell subscriptions to 
two journals he currently 
publishes, the Mankind Quarterly 
and the Journal of Social Political and 
Economic Studies". 

Just how beyond the pale 


stream conservative think tank. Knowledge- 
| able sources say he was asked to resign | 
mihae Wacitnns nffininla Innemnd af hie baal 


Pearson is now considered, outside 
the White House, is revealed in two 
responses from other far-rightists 
recorded by the Wa// St Journal. 

Recently appointed World Anti 
Communist League chairman ex- 
General John K. Singlaub called him 
“an embarrassment” who is “not 
at all welcome in any (WACL) 
activity”. 

And John Rees, contributing 
editor to the John Birch Society’s 
magazine said that ‘Generally, 
conservatives are so concerned 
with conspiracies on the left that 
they don’t realise when they may 
be part of a conspircacy on the 
right”. 








DES Wilson’s well-organised 
Freedom of Information Campaign 
is successfully drawing support 
from across the whole political 
spectrum; from very left-wing 
Labour MPs to very right-wing 
Tory MPs. 

One Tory who has allowed his name to be 
listed as a backer of the campaign for 
greater access to local government 
information is our old friend, the member 
for Newcastle Central, Mr Piers Merchant 
MP, who it will be recalled, was plagued 
during the 1983 election campaign by 
questions about his relationship with the 
extreme right National Democratic Party in 
the early 1970s. 

A number of people claimed to recall him 
being involved with the NDP, and a council 
election leaflet issued by the NDP in 
Nottingham carried his name as agent. 
Documents at the town hall apparently bore 
the signature of one ‘Piers Merchant’ as 


Private Members’ Ballot in the sutuma. 
The Bill is 


Freedom of Information, sad many proposals by individuals, organisations, parish and principal councils, |!s Baker, Mike Woodcock, Ni 


have been considered and incorpursted. 


Ron Bailey, organiser of the Community Rights Project, ssys that both (he Members of Parliament lavolved 


and the Project welcome further comments and suggestions. 


How a Tory can take a lead 


NDP election agent. 


Forgery 

But Mr Merchant denied all knowledge of 
the leaflet and said that if there were a 
signature it would have to be a forgery. 
Unfortunately, this could not be tested as 
Officials at the town hall, on the 
instructions of the Labour council leader, 
refused to release them for public scrutiny. 

The issue could, of course, have been 
resolved by Mr Merchant himself 
requesting the release of the documents so 
that he could demonstrate the signature to 
be a forgery. But he chose not to do so. 

In the light of his support for ‘Freedom 
of Information’, however, he might now 
feel inclined to show a lead and call upon 
the Nottingham returning officer to release 
the documents bearing the alleged 
signature. Should he not, we can only 
assume that other members of the Freedom 
of Information Campaign might feel 
obliged to take the matter up with him. 


Conservative: , 
Richard Body, Piers Merchant, David Sauire, Lewis Stevens, Andr 

Knox, Sir Bernard Braine, Matthew #2, John Maples. 

Parris, Jeremy Hanley, Jonathan Alt- Labour: 

ken, Harry Greenway, Andrew Rowe, Denzil Davies, Stuart Bell, Dr. Nor- 
Kenneth Warren, Richard Shepherd, man A. Godman, Bryan Gould, Sid- 


ult of widexpresd consultation by the Community Rights Project, and also the Campaign for | Peter Rost, Michael Forsyth, Nicho- ney Bidwell, Tony Blair, Robin Cor- 


icholas bett, Lewis Carter-Jones, Peter 
Winterton, Ann Winterton, David Hardy, Kevin Barron, Margaret Beck- 
Ashby, David Sumberg, Patrick ett, Richard Caborn, Terry Field, 
Ground, Janet Fookes. Alistair Burt, continwed on back af Secrets File 





@From Secrets, published by Freedom of Information Campaign. 


Arson attack on 
Asian property in 
Bradford 


Two Asian owned shops have been 
damaged in arson attacks in 
Bradford. 

The first attack was on a butchers shop in 
Kensington Street. The General Self Service 
butchers shop was completely destroyed in 
the blaze, on 14 September. A week earlier 
the shop had been daubed with National 
Front slogans. A flat above the shop was 
also destroyed, but fortunately was empty 
at the time the attack occurred. 


Flames 


A neighbour was alerted at 3am by the 
sound of breaking glass, saw flames and 
called the fire brigade. The owner, Mr 
Saleem, said he was determined to start 
again from scratch, and carry on. 

The second attack, which occurred 
shortly after the first was on Girlington 
Mini Market, 250 yards away on Whitby 
Terrace. A milk bottle filled with petrol was 
thrown at the window, but failed to 
explode. The shop window was cracked, 
but no other damage was caused. 








Wave of anti- 
CND attacks in 
Birmingham 





A number of anti-CND attacks 
have taken place in Birmingham, 
and a Labour Councillor is 
demanding that the police take 
action. 

At Turtles health food shop in Selly Oak, 
which sold CND material, lighter fuel was 
sprayed through the letter box and set 
alight. The family who live in the flat above 
the shop noticed the blaze in time, and it 
was dealt with by the fire brigade. Earlier 
attacks on Turtles include a window 
smashed with a piece of concrete, a 
swastika and ‘‘KGB”’ spray painted on the 
door, and a door window kicked in. On the 
night that the latter attack occurred, a CND 
supporter in Coronation Road, Selly Oak, 
had a plank shoved through his front room 
window. 

In another incident, in August, two 
pieces of concrete were thrown through the 
window of Philip Braithwaite’s house in 
Kings Heath. He had a CND poster on 
display. A week later, the windows of a 
house on the same street, which had also 
displayed a CND poster, were spray painted 


with a swastika and the letters ‘‘BM’’. 

Other incidents have included a car with 
its tyre slashed and fascist graffiti sprayed 
on the side, when its owner displayed a 
CND poster, and obscene phone calls to 
women members of CND. 

The anti-CND attacks have taken place in 
the context of continued racist attacks. 
Three months ago, an Asian shop in Kings 
Heath had its windows smashed on two 
occasions, before being set on fire. ‘‘APL’’ 
had been sprayed on the front door. Asian 
shopkeepers in Selly Oak are regularly 
harassed by skinheads. 

Labour Councillor Terry Savage has 
asked the Chief Constable, Sir Philip 
Knights, to produce a report on the attacks, 
following complaints about police inaction. 

Kings Heath police said they could not 
visit known British Movement members to 
ask them what they were doing on the 
nights the attacks took place. Chief 
Inspector Stevenson of Special Branch 
made the astonishing claim that the police 
do not even have the names and adresses of 
British Movement members. 





LETTERS 


Dear Searchlight, 

The article ‘Arsonist gang caught by bright 
spark’ published in the July issue of Searchlight 
is inaccurate and contains a gross slur of this 
CEP: 

You say that Dr Malik was expelled for alleging 
that applications were being lost or slowed up. 
Wrong. Every investigation conducted into Dr 
Malik’s allegations have found them to be 
groundless. 

Dr Malik made his allegations against officers 
of his local Labour Party Branch to the Greater 
London Region of the Labour Party. Dr Malik’s 
allegations were investigated by a committee of 
inquiry established by this CLP, at the request of, 
and overseen by an officer of, the GLRLP. It 
found Dr Malik’s allegations groundless. 

Dr Malik was expelled by this CLP for bringing 
the Party into disrepute by continuing to make 
the groundless allegations. Dr Malik exercised 
his right of appeal to the NEC. At the appeal 
hearing he was again asked to substantiate his 
allegations. He could not. The NEC upheld his 
appeal against expulsion, BUT, it censured him 
for making ‘unjustified allegations’. 

Linking.this case with the conviction of racist 
arsonists and unsubstantiated allegations of 
‘institutionalised racism’’ against unnamed ‘local 
Labour organisations’ is disgraceful. But to then 
go on and imply that NF members and/or 
supporters have joined this CLP is a gross slur on 
the members of this Party who have fought 
fascism for many years and continue to do so. It 
is particularly upsetting that a magazine with the 
reputation of Searchlight should have to resort 


to the use of innuendo and slur, tactics more 
normally associated with right-wing fascist 
organisations and their mouthpieces. 

This CLP would like Searchlight to sub- 
stantiate the allegations it has made. If you 
cannot we demand their retraction. 


Yours sincerely, 

John Higgins 

Press Officer, 
Walthamstow Labour Party 


@ The article referred to did contain material on 
Walthamstow Labour Party which should not 
have appeared. It cannot be substantiated and 
should have been removed from the article 
before publication. We apologise unreservedly 
for not doing so — Editor. 


Dear Searchlight, 

Thank you for your article, “Reagan Praises 
Leading Fascist’, in Searchlight, 111 
(September 1984). It seems as if America has a 
glowing amnesia when it comes to recalling its 
white supremacist past. However, there is hope. 
An article recently appeared in the Wal/ Street 
Journal, a paragon of ruling class and business 
opinion in this country which elaborates on Mr 
Pearson’s connections to the President, and the 
President's support of him. 

Bravo! Keep up the good work and let's 
expose the fascist and racist right wherever they 
rear their ugly heads and ideologies. We must 
put to rest the pseudo-scientific racism and 
white supremacy forever. History only gives us a 
handful of chances. 

Fraternally, 
Eric Perkins 
Princeton, 
New Jersey, 
USA. 


NF THUGS 
CONVICTED 
— Tory MP 
dismisses threat 


Two men who stopped for a drink 
in Bury St Edmunds were beaten 
up by National Front skinheads 
who followed them outside. 

Alastair Bishop and David Lee were on 
their way to Yorkshire when they stopped 
for a drink at The Grapes public house, 
Bury St Edmunds. A group of skinheads 
came in and passed around National Front 
stickers. They asked Mr Lee and Mr Bishop 
what they thought of the National Front. 
One shrugged his shoulders, and the other 
said he was into the Labour Party, not the 
NF. At this, the skinheads became abusive, 
and made comments about the GLC, the 
miners and the IRA. 

Mr Lee and Mr Bishop left, but were 
followed outside, where they were knocked 
down and kicked as they lay on the ground 
for 30 to 40 seconds. Their attackers were 
later arrested in the pub. 

Two men were ordered to do community 
service for assault occasioning actual bodily 
harm. Dennis Moloney, (20), of Great 
Cornard, was ordered to serve 180 hours 
community service. Michael Sampson, (17), 
of the Howard Estate, Bury, was ordered to 
do 120 hours community service. Sampson 
also pleaded guilty to a charge of burglary, 
for which he was given a conditional 
discharge for 12 months. 

The MP for Bury St Edmunds has denied 
that there is a threat from fascist activity in 
the town. Eldon Griffiths MP has accused 
Bury Anti Nazi Group of exaggerating NF 
activity. He said: ‘‘Any idea that this ruffles 
the surface of one of the calmest market 
towns in England is frankly preposterous’’. 





@ FASCISTS AGAINST ART 


A London art gallery has been attacked by a 
skinhead in a commando style operation. The 
skinhead hurled a smoke bomb into the 
Pentonville Gallery, where an anti-apartheid 
exhibition was being held, before running to a 
waiting taxi. The owner of the gallery, Geoff 
Evans, threw the smoke bomb outside. A light 
was broken, but there was no fire damage, and 
no one was injured. 

‘*People who do this sort of thing are morons, 
but I am not so much angry with those who carry 
out attacks as the people who incite them to it’’, 
said Mr Evans. 

A group of a dozen National Front supporters 
in a nearby pub were interviewed by police. They 
were warned that if they went ahead with their 
plan to picket the exhibition they would be 
arrested. They went home. The group were led 
by Patrick Harrington, the NF student at North 
London Polytechnic. 

The exhibition at the gallery is entitled 
‘Landscapes of violence’’, and uses the cranium 
of a skinhead as its main theme. The day after 
the smoke bomb incident, Mr Evans received a 
threatening phone call. (The Voice 25.8.84, 
Guardian 16.8.84.) 


JOSEF MENGELE: 
IS USA PROTECTING 


FU Oh Os A AT ONY I 
‘ANGEL OF DEATH’? 


You could pass by Tuvia Friedman 
on the street. The small bald 
figure looks like any other middle 
class man of 62. But he is a giant of 
a human being. He is ‘The Hunter’, 
a nickname he earned for his major 
part in tracking down Adolf 
Eichmann, the man_ who 
orchestrated the mass murder of 
six million Jews and millions of 
others during the years of the Third 
Reich. 


Searchlight spoke to Dr Friedman in 
London three weeks ago as he was passing 
through on his way to America in pursuit of 
further information on Dr Josef Mengele, 
the Angel of Death. He told Searchlight: 
“Tt will be forty years this coming January 
that I have been hunting nazis’? — forty 
years since his liberation by the Red Army 
in Eastern Europe in 1945. Today he runs 
the Haifa Institute for the Documentation 
of War Crimes without any state or major 
financial backing. 

This year during the run up to the Israeli 
and US elections he dropped a bombshell 
by claiming that a conspiracy of inaction 
exists between the powers that be in West 
Germany, Israel and the United States to 
prevent the bringing to justice of one of the 
most notorious nazi war criminals, Dr Josef 
Mengele. Tuvia Friedman claims that 
‘*business and politics are being put before 
justice’’. 

Mengele, ‘the Angel of Death’, did not 
merely carry out orders. He created a hell‘at 
his own behest for the inmates of the death 
camp at Auschwitz. 

“Israel is prepared to send troops and 
planes to avenge the death of a single 
Jewish child at the hands of the PLO or 
Syrian troops’’, says Dr Friedman, ‘‘so why 
is the state of Israel so reluctant to bring to 
justice this monster who was personally 














Mengele, Paraguay 1971. 
Paraguayan exit registration, 1979. 
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responsible for the deaths of a million 
Jewish women and children?’’ 

Unlike the case of Eichmann, Dr 
Friedman does not wish to see the death 
camp doctor standing trial in Jerusalem, 
but in West Germany, where warrants for 
his arrest stand waiting for him. Dr 
Friedman says such a trial, which would 
possibly last a year, would once and for all 
silence the so-called historical revisionists. 
West Germany does not want it. It would 
set back their current ideas about re- 
unification by another twenty years. 

Dr Friedman spoke at some length about 
the way in which the nazis had used cash, 
gold, diamonds, stocks and bonds to spread 
their influence throughout South America 
after World War Two. They were politically 
astute enough not all to settle in one 
country, no matter how friendly the 
dictator. Instead, the estimated 100,000 
nazis who made it to safety in that part of 
the world split into communities of around 
10,000 in ten different countries. Using 
their funds to buy the support of politicians 
and soldiers (often the same people), and to 
build factories, they became a part of the 
economy that could not easily be pushed 
aside. A number of these countries also had 
substantial Jewish populations who were in 
some ways hostage communities to the 
whims of the right wing dictatorships like 
Stroessner’s in Paraguay. 


Visits to USA 


Dr Friedman is convinced that Mengele 
had been a frequent visitor to the USA 
during the last 15 years. He _ believes 
Mengele flies into Florida twice a year from 
various parts of South America. The 
reason? ‘‘He banks in the States’’ — it is 
more stable than the banking system in 
South America — and he probably sees 
some of the other senior nazis and emigres 
living there. Dr Friedman claims that 
‘‘many top German nazis have found a safe 
haven in the USA’’. 

This summer, the Jewish Chronicle in 
London reported Dr Friedman’s 
investigation of Mengele’s aborted trip to 
Florida in 1979. Dr Friedman claimed that 
documents and photographs show the 
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Josef Mengele selecting gas chamber victims as they arrive at Birkenau. 















































wanted man travelling to the USA by 
Braniff Airlines on a ticket bought in 
Asuncion, Paraguay. His own name 
appears on it. Dr Friedman says this 
indicates that Mengele did not wish to place 
himself in the position of being caught with 
false papers inside America, a serious 
Federal offence. The use of his real name 
also acts as a warning to those in authority, 
who can tell him to stay clear if there are 
any problems. 


“On 18 October all 1,300 of us Jews were 
i (eel arc efe)a t-te Mm amer-hai{-mer-|¢-e) it 10,0) o\-10]0)(- incon] 
wagon, to Auschwitz. There, 300 strong men 
NVAV(=1 = ¥c\=\(<1040-(0 fl o)Vam B) am \Y/(-1ale|-1(- i=] ave My colere Mm Co) 
one side, and the rest were sent straight off 
iow dal-Mer-tomeial-lanlel lee 

sad @) i cal-m<10, 0s acolale Man-lamr-laeda-iam 10,0 mi -16-) 
sent to the gas chambers because of a 
fiendish notion. Dr Mengele said to us that 
the camp was ten kilometres away from the 
station and, as he understands that we are 
tired from the journey, whoever finds it 
difficult to walk ten kilometres can travel in 
the lorry. 100 strong men got into the lorry. 
We never saw them again. 

ea Lalr- a -\"sVA0(-\'-0 i al-(om (al-melever-|-(e]ame) mar-\Ulare| 
a talk with Dr Mengele and | asked him: 
‘Where is my family?’ He answered me: 
‘Don’t you know what everyone knows, that 
all the weak people, women and children, 
levt ave m laters] ey-1e)(-Melmu(old.dlale par-Lc-m ave) mil a celm (al-) 
German regime’. To my question, why aren't 
ftgt-mu 0,08) tcolare mmar-r-litavar-]e)(-m olele|(-voManl-lam yale) 
got into the lorry suitable, he answered me: 
‘People who are too lazy to walk ten 
kilometres, it’s a sign that they have no desire 
to work — they must be annihilated’. Of the 
200 Jews not gassed only twelve men 
survived”. 





When the Jewish Chronicle first ran the 
story in March 1983 they claimed that 
Mengele had aborted the trip after a tip-off. 
The German and US authorities were at 
first reluctant to tell their end of the story, 
but this year it became clear that advance 
information of Mengele’s trip had been 
passed to the West German government. 
They in turn asked the Americans to 
arrange a warrant for Mengele’s arrest 
should he land in Florida. But it is also 
suspected that the Germans made clear that 
they did not wish to have this war criminal, 
and another lengthy and very public trial, 
on their hands. 

Mr Jeremy Sandford, who in 1979 was 
the state prosecution attorney in Miami, 
agrees that there was an exchange of telexes 
between his office and the FBI in 
Washington about Mengele’s possible 
arrival. 

The US Justice Department would have 
been firmly in the picture about discussions 
between Bonn and Washington over this 
matter. Mengele’s file was sent to America 
from West Germany to aid the Justice 
Department’s efforts, but what went on 
between the respective Foreign Ministers is 
another matter. 

Mengele, tipped off that the FBI had a 
warrant for his arrest, did not show up. 

Certainly if one looks at Klaus Barbie’s 
frequent trips to America from 1969 
onwards, when he travelled to a number of 
major cities like Miami, Houston, New 
Orleans and San Francisco, the possibility 
that Mengele has been doing the same does 
not seem so absurd. 

Barbie used his alias, Altmann, when 
applying for his US visa in July 1969 in La 
Paz, Bolivia, but he would have been aware 
that when the application was put through 
the US immigration service computer it 
would have alerted US Intelligence to the 
fact that he was about to enter America, 
enabling them to warn him off. But he 
appears to have been welcome. 


Millions invested 


Dr Friedman claims that using a series of 
false names Mengele has placed millions of 
dollars in US banks and carefully invested 
millions more elsewhere in America. Much 
of the money currently passing through his 
hands is thought to come from drug 
smuggling. Dr Mengele’s medical expertise 
is of great use to the right-wing cocaine 
gangs in South America, who also enter 
America via Florida. Mengele is currently 
reported to head a drug trafficking 
network. 

In early October, the US Justice 
Department put out a statement saying 
there was no truth in stories that Mengele 
was resident in Florida. They did not 
comment however on whether or not he was 
a visitor from time to time. 

The new Israeli Prime Minister, Shimon 
Peres, was under great pressures from nazi 
hunters like Tuvia Friedman to raise the 
matter of the ‘Angel of Death’ with 
President Reagan while in America this 
October. Dr Friedman himself intends to 
step up pressure on his own government 
and the US and West German authorities to 
bring Mengele to justice. 


MENGELE: 
HAND-PICKED 


VICTIMS FOR 
EXPERIMENTS & 


Dr Josef Mengele was born in 1911 in the 
small town of Gunzburg on the bank of the 
river Danube in Bavaria. His father owned 
a factory which produced farm equipment 
and employed most of the town’s working 
population. 


While studying for a medicine and philosophy 
degree he came under the influence of the 
nazis’ leading racist theoretician, Alfred 
Rosenberg. From the outset of war until 1943 he 
served in the Waffen SS. Then, with the personal 
blessing of SS boss Himmler, he volunteered to 
serve in the Auschwitz death camp. By this time 
one million Soviet prisoners of war had already 
been murdered in the camp and it was to be the 
scene of the extermination of Jews from all over 
Europe, as well as gypsies and others seen by the 
nazis as racially unfit. 

It was in the death camp that Mengele began to 
indulge in barbaric medical experiments on the 
inmates. He was particularly interested in the 
concept of racial pedigrees and worked on the 
theory that human beings could be pure bred like 
dogs. In his attempts to establish his crazed ideas 
he took a thousand sets of twins and put them 
through hellish experiments, leaving those he did 
not kill deformed and mutilated in the most 


One one occasion Mengele supervised an 
operation by which two gypsy children were 


sewn together to create Siamese twins. The 
hands of the two children became badly 
infected where the veins had been resected. 
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Auschwitz. 


horrible ways. Of these twins only 183 survived 


the war. 

But it was his role as the prisoners arrived at 
the death camp that stamped itself into the 
memories of all those who took the fateful trip to 
Auschwitz and survived. When the cattle trucks 
were emptied of their human cargo Dr Mengele 
would personally select those who would be sent 
to work teams and those who would be sent 
straight to the gas ovens. It is the memory of this 
hideous selection process that drives men like 
Tuvia Friedman to spend their lives hunting 
down murderers like Mengele. 

In 1944 Mengele disappeared from the camp 


Auschwitz children, used by Mengele for 
evil psuedo-medical experiments. 












When it was reported that one block was 
infected with lice, Mengele solved the 
problem by gassing all the 750 women 
assigned to it. 


before the advancing Soviet army liberated it. 
After some time in a British internment hospital 
he took the same ‘Rat Run’ escape route to 
South America as Barbie and Eichmann. This 
route was organised in part by pro-nazi priests in 
the Vatican. 

In 1949 he arrived in Argentina under the 
name of Gregorio Gregori. While large rewards 
were being put up for his capture and Interpol 
was allegedly doing its best to locate him, he 
moved around South America at will, his 
favourite spot appearing to be on the Brazil- 
Paraguay border: the town of Pedro Caballero in 
the province of Amambay. He is thought to have 
lived there for a number of years, and to have 
held Paraguayan nationality since as early as 
1957. 

His younger brother, Alois, was to inherit the 
family fortune and build upon it. When he died 
in 1974 it was believed that Mengele might try to 
attend the funeral. Instead Alois’s widow and 
daughter met him in Acapulco, Mexico, later 
that year. Mengele’s own wife, Martha, divorced 
him and went to live in Italy with their daughter, 
after sharing his exile in South America for many 
years. 

The Bonn government claims that in the early 
1980s representations to the Paraguayan 
government by the West German government led 
to Mengele’s nationality being revoked. 

Today he appears to be living mainly in 
Paraguay and Mexico. Both old nazis and neo- 
nazis see him as an inspirational figure providing 
leadership, advice and funds. 


On the night of 31 July, 1944, there were 
terrible scenes at the liquidation of the gypsy 
compound. Women and children were on 
their knees in front of Mengele and Boger 
crying “‘take pity on us, take pity on us”. 


Nothing helped. They were beaten down, 
brutally trampled upon, and pushed on the 
trucks. It was a terrible, gruesome sight. 





ALL IN THE MIND 


SEARCHLIGHT has been accused of some 
odd things in its time — and most of them 
are untrue. If you were to add up, for 
instance, the list of leading nazis who are 
currently being accused by their comrades 
of working for us (no names — we never 
comment on such matters) you could be 
forgiven for thinking that there wasn’t a 
single nazi group in the country which we 
did not control from top to bottom. It’s 
amazing the effect that one well-publicised 
defector like Ray Hill can have. 

Well, the much-stretched imagination of 
the Front’s Joe Pearce has now produced a 
Searchlight conspiracy theory to match any 
put about in the past. Apparently we are up 
to our eyeballs in secret cabals with both 
Martin Webster and John Tyndall, in a 
single-minded plot to wreck the National 
Front as it is currently constituted under the 
less-than able leadership of Pearce and his 
colleagues. 

This nonsense stems from the far from 
secret fact that we reported allegations 
from Webster's supporters about financial 
irregularities into which various NF. 
members have been demanding an enquiry. 
John Tyndall did as well, in Spearhead. Ergo 

. @ conspiracy involving all three begins 
to take shape in the obsessive mind of Joe 
Pearce. 

And Pearce cannot resist reporting 
‘rumours’ that one of our reporters “has 
approached Martin Webster with a view to 
publishing a jointly written history of the 
National Front’, though none of our sources 
in the NF can recall hearing this particular 
‘rumour’ in Front circles. 

But we will say this: we have been 
approached by someone who has been a 
senior figure in the NF — not Martin 
Webster as it happens — who offered to tell 
all in return for a_ sizeable financial 
consideration. We told him this was out of 
the question, although we might be 
prepared to help find a publisher for a book. 
After some thought he backed out. We will 
not reveal his name for obvious reasons — 
we don’t want to discourage the others who 
will undoubtedly follow. 


* % * 


LISTING HEAVILY 


BUT IF the Front really believe we're siding 
with Webster maybe we should try to 
demonstrate our even-handedness in such 
matters. 

Writing in Nationalism Today, newly 
promoted Front fulltimer Phil Andrews 
bemoans the fact that efforts to form an NF 
Trades Unionists Group have foundered, 
not least of all because of ‘‘the incomplete 
list of NF trade union members in our 
possession”. 

This is most probably because we have 
the complete one, as does the Daily Express 
— a fact which Andrews will discover when 
he reaches the tirade against Express 
reporter James Davies a mere five pages 
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further on in the same issue of Nationalism 
Today. 

We must confess, we didn’t realise that 
the Front kept only one copy of the list 
when we published it last June. Doesn't say 
much for their efficiency, does it? Anyway, 
all Andrews has to do if he wants one is to 
send us a stamped addressed envelope and 
a 50p postal order and we will happily send 
him a copy of our June issue. He could even 
take out a subscription. 


% % % 


TA TA, MR TAHA 


REMEMBER Mark Taha? Remember his 
letter to Labour Weekly posing as a Labour 
Party member and arguing that Labour 
must “fight the next General Election on a 
full bloodied socialist manifesto, if only to 
give the British people a genuine alternative 
to the right wing policies of the government 
and the centrist policies of the Alliance’? 

And remember Searchlight pointing out his 
connections with the right-wing NTS and 
his connection with the National Action 
Party? 

Well, we are pleased to see that Ealing- 
based Mr Taha has decided to put his beliefs 
on record for posterity. In a letter to 
London's Alternative Magazine about private 
broadcasting he declares flatly that “If LAV 
readers want a fuller version of my views, | 
recommend Capitalism — The Unknown /deal 
by the late great Ayn Rand and a Libertarian 
Alliance leaflet (available at the Alternative 
Bookshop in Covent Garden) called Free 
Market Broadcasting by Chris Cooper’. He 
also tells us that “frankly | think a TV 
channel controlled by Rupert Murdoch 
would be a lot better than the ones we've 
got at the moment”. 

Ealing Labour Party please note. 


* % * 


DECLINE AND FALL 


DAVID Irving, the controversial Britische 
Historiker who not long since was boasting 
that his second coming would be as leader 
of an emerging new right movement in this 
country, seems to have run into a few 
difficulties. 

The news comes in, of all places, a recent 
issue of The Tatler. Under the headline 
‘Meeting Mr Reich’ Robert Harris writes 
that ‘After the rise of David Irving has come 
the fall”. He goes on: “His marriage has 
broken down. He’s failed to sell the 
American paperback rights to his last two 
books . . . The taxmen (sic) have taken him 
to court three times. His political activities 
have gradually petered out. Now, as a final 
indignity he’s being forced to leave his first 
floor flat in Duke St, near Selfridges. ‘The 
one thing I’m determined to hang on to’, 
says Irving, ‘is the Rolls’.” 

The bigger blow, as he calls it, came when 
his English publishers pulled out of handling 
his massive excrement-flinging study of 
Winston Churchill on which he has been 
working for over ten years. 

The work was known to be draining his 
resources for some time, but he had 
assumed that its eventual publication would 
solve all his problems. Doubledays, the 
American firm which had _ provisionally 


offered him $75,000 for transatlantic rights, 
are now rumoured to be having second 
thoughts although they won’‘t make a final 
decision until they have seen a complete 
manusript. 

(To add to his woes, The Tatler reveals that 
his ‘irrascible’ word processor has recently 
devoured a whole chapter of the book — 
hitherto thought to be virtually indigestible 
— and that Irving himself is looking 
“unhealthy, tired and overweight’’). 

One interesting point to emerge from 
Irving's 7atler interview, however, concerns 
his search for funds for the Focus Policy 
Group, the putative far right circle which he 
hoped would metamorphose into a mass 
movement. Bankrolling it himself in the 
early stages, the financial burden became 
too much and his money problems led to 
Focus being closed down. 

But not for want of trying: ‘We even tried 
touching the Arab embassies for money” he 
admits, “but we got nowhere. We didn’t 
even get one Arab schekel, or whatever 
their currency is”. 

Nobody loves a loser, as they say. 





be 


e David Irving and friend. 


* % * 





CHELSEA CLOISTERS 


PERHAPS we can save someone a little 
trouble. We do appreciate the efforts of the 
two Kensington-based NF loyalists who are 
constantly sending us material of a highly 
revealing nature about prominent Webster 
supporter Ken Guichard. Much of it is 
unprintable but it has been noted and, 
where appropriate, acted upon. 

But there really is no need for Mr and Mrs 
B. to troop all the way over Chelsea Bridge 
just to get a Battersea postmark on their 
anonymous letters, hoping to convince us 
that Battersea resident Martin Webster is 
stabbing his ally in the back. We are not so 
daft as to believe it, and Webster would 
hardly be so daft as to post it locally, if that 
really were his game. 

Oddly enough, Mr and Mrs B., some of 
the pro-Webster material we've received 
has been posted in your neck of the woods. 
Touché? 


an only in London. 


“We are currently embarked on an ever- 


decreasing spiral of smaller and smaller 
marches followed by even smaller 
election results. We must break out of 
this deadly spiral before the National 
Front disappears forever down the plug- 
hole of history’’. 

Joe Pearce, Nationalism Today, 1984 
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the commanding heights on the extreme 


tight planned for it when the Leader 
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lit with the Front after the 1979 
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though it retains pockets of support 


ountry, particularly in 


it has successfully 
¢ saploled controversies over ritual 
_ slaughter and mother-tongue teaching in 
is, recruiting a former headmaster, — 


Clayton Garnett, to its cause. 
“if it is true that the National Front has 


| no hope of gaining power under 


conditions that are stable — 


_| economically, socially or politically — we | 


should not be pre-occupied with making 
‘respectable’ 
present conditions. We must appreciate 
that the ‘image’ we have been given by 
the media and which may well lose us 
some potential support today, will be a 
positive asset when the streets are beset 
by riots, unemployment soars, and when 
inflation gets even beyond the present 
degree of minimal control’. 


NF fnteexist Bulletin, — - 


under | 


a paper to sell. 


nilitary right, Tony 


Maiski’s ational Socialist Action Party has 


run for cover since Maiski was exposed _ 


on Channel Four’s “The Other Face of 


Terror’. And the League of St George / 


appears too to be moribund, with no _ 


meetings and no issue of their i Jounal for 
_ over three months. 


“The NF has _ largely ignored other 
structures and avenues that lead to 
influence and power ... We have to 


| demonstrate to the British workers that 


British Nationalism, and not Marxism, is 
the real radical alternative to the present 
decaying, corrupt liberal capitalist system | 
which has brought us constant economic 


deprivation and flooded our country with | ___ 


millions of unassimilable immigrants’. 
Nick Wakeling, Nationalism Today, 
1982 


- One person who has accepted the 
inevitable publicly 
_ Tyndall’s party has failed to recapture — 


is Michael. 
McLaughlin, who announced last 
November that he was officially folding _ 
up the British Movement in order to — 


concentrate on his highly lucrative — 
_ publications and military paraphernalia _ 


business. Disgusted by this sell-out, the 
BM’s founder, former British Fuhrer 
Colin Jordan, told Searchlight: ’'| deplore 


_ the fact that the organisation | started — 
many years ago” has been run down to 
jt , that itreally 


“Of course, it would 


dangerous for anti-fascists to view the 
. sarray and apparent inactivity 


pa & 
of the fascist right as the end of the 
story. There are the Aising camps, and 


there are indications that fascists in 
_ other groups, too, are spending their 


ids not marching and paper- 
ut going on paramilitary 


seg i | 


deas have ‘clearly faded far from view. 
®@ Since April 1982, Searchlight’s RECAP 


page has provided concise but we hope f__ 
| comprehensive outlines of the history, | | 
ideology and present activities of right- | 
wing groups currently operating in} 
| Britain, the United States and Europe. | 
From next month, RECAP will change its | 
format, as we provide the first instalment | 


of an A-to-Z guide to the personalities, 


parties and principles of the fascist and : 


racist Bi i 





INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND-UP 








USA 


Libel case over IO 
proposals 


Dr William Shockley, author of 
publications alleging that blacks are 
genetically less intelligent than whites, 
has been awarded a dollar damages 
after suing a black journalist for 
comparing his views with those of the 
nazis. 

Shockley, a physicist with no formal 
training in genetics, has advocated a scheme 
by which people with an IQ under 100 
would be paid to be sterilised. He has also 
donated his sperm to a project to breed 
children with high intelligence. 

In the article in question, which appeared 
in the Atlanta Constitution in 1980, 
journalist Roger Witherspoon had alleged 
that ‘‘the Shockley programme was tried 
out in Germany during World War II’’. 
Shockley, who was intending to use 
damages to launch his voluntary 
sterilisation plan, stated after the one dollar 
award had been announced that he was 
considering an appeal. 


AUSTRALIA 


Government takes 
on anti-fascist 
adviser 


Disturbed at the involvement of the 
anti-semitic League of Rights in 
campaigning against Aboriginal land 
rights proposals, the Australian 
Federal Government has hired a 
consultant, Ken Gott, to prepare a 
dossier on the organisation. 

Gott, the author of a 1965 book on the 
League, Voices of Hate, has been given a 
‘six-month contract. The League, formed in 
1946, claims that there is a long-term 
Communist plan to create a Aboriginal 
republic. Headquartered in Melbourne and 
issuing a variety of publications, including 
On Target and Ladies Line, the League 
operates through both front organisations 
(such as the Australian Heritage Society) 
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and campaigns around such issues as 
immigration and the fluoridation of water. 


CANADA : 


Racist teacher on 
trial 


At a preliminary hearing into charges 
against a former high school teacher, 
Jim Keegstra, the court has been told 
that his social studies students were 
taught that Jews were behind the 
French and Russian Revolution. 

According to the prosecution, Keegstra 
also told them that the economist J.M. 
Keynes enjoyed watching little boys being 
whipped to death and that Hitler had been a 
Jewish agent. 

Keegstra is charged with promoting 
hatred towards a group. 


SWEDEN 


Racist welcome 
from Maoists 


A few weeks ago, a group of 
Pakistani citizens arrived at Stockholm 
Airport, requesting political asylum in 
Sweden. The event sparked off the 
following comment in one Swedish 
paper: ‘‘Turkish immigration has 
meant the establishment of the Turkish 
narcotic mob in Sweden. Perhaps the 
Pakistanis would not hesitate either to 
establish themselves in the drug 
trade’’. 

Treating the immigrants purely as social 
parasites, the paper continues to worry 
about the consequences of foreign 
influence: ‘‘Should they remain, it is quite 
unlikely we will ever have the opportunity 
to see them dressed in working clothes, but 
rather sitting behind a counter in some 
sweet shop or tobacco store, or else they’ll 
start peddling one or other native culinary 
dainty from some stall . . . every inch of 
them is petty bourgeois with brains 
obscured by occult teachings from the dark 


ages’’. 

You might assume that these views come 
from some potty nazi paper. But in Sweden 
the far right has no monopoly on cranks; 
the left has its fair share. The above 
quotation is from a leading article written 
by Communist Party Marxist-Leninist (the 
Revolutionaries), chairman Frank Baude in 
the party’s paper The Proletarian. 

While most of the radical movement in 
Sweden over the last few years has begun to 
make serious efforts in fighting back 
against increasing racism, the KPML(r) 
continues to be a source of acute 
embarrassment. Originally a splinter out of 
the maoist movement of the 1960s, it is 
today one of the largest groups to survive 
the decline of the left during the late 70s. 
This is not the first instance the KPML(r) 
has been on collision course with common 
sense. 

For instance, over a number of years, 
Proletarian editor-in-chief Roger Gross has 
pursued an incessant and vulgar campaign 
against homosexuals. In a recent issue he 
criticised the United States for its sloppy 
National Census of Population. This, 
Gross argues, ‘‘makes it all too easy for a 
homosexual, of which there are plenty in 
the depraved US, to simply get hold of a 
child by kidnapping”’. . . 

What happened to the Pakistanis seeking 
refuge in Sweden? The Proletarian was 
probably happy to note that the Swedish 
government refused them entry and sent 
them back by the first available flight. 


Nazis in ‘animal- 
lovers’ fraud 


Out of the blue, members of the 
Nordic Society, an organisation 
dedicated to fighting cruelty to animals 
in scientific research, recently received 
appeals for funds. They were urged to 
send money with accompanying postal 
payment cards saying ‘‘I support the 
struggle against cruel animal 
research’’, 

Several unsuspecting members of the 
Nordic Society did just that: they picked 
up their purses and paid up. But the money 
was never used for the purpose they had 
been led to believe. 

The swindle, which was recently exposed 
in an article in the Socialist Party weekly 


Karl Heinz Hoffman (second from left) with paramilitary group. 








The International, was set in motion by the 
notorious Swedish nazi sect the Nordic 
Reich Party (NRP) run by local Fihrers 
Assar and Vera Oredsson. 

One elderly woman, said The 
International, contributed twenty pounds 
to what she thought was the Nordic Society. 
In return she received a package of nazi 
propaganda, including a Hermann Goering 
quote: ‘‘Today I have used my 
authorisation to put under protective 
custody in prison camps, such persons who 
still think they have a right to treat animals 
as lifeless objects’’. 

The NRP propaganda suggested that 
nazis are the true friends of the animals. 

The Nordic Society commented drily that 
the nazis had very little use for animal 
research as long as they had a surplus of 
human bodies available. 

NRP leader Vera Oredsson has admitted 
mailing about 1,000 letters to various 
members of the Nordic Society, reports The 
International. Meanwhile the Society is 
investigating the possibility of legal action 
against this nazi confidence trick. 


SWITZERLAND 


Row in anti- 
immigration 
organisation 


The national leadership of the extreme 
right-wing National Campaign has 
disavowed a racist advertisement 
inserted in a Berne paper in the name 
of the local branch. 

The ad, which accused immigrants of 
‘poisoning’ Switzerland’s ‘race and 
culture’, had been placed by the party’s 
press spokesman, who claimed that 
previous statements had been too ‘feeble’. 


INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND UP 


FRANCE 


Puppet show 
censored 


‘Frankenpen’, the Germanic puppet on 
a satirical TY show based on the 
Muppets, has been censored after 
Jean-Marie Le Pen, leader of the neo- 
fascist National Front, successfully 
applied for a court injunction. 

‘“‘They’re hinting at a historical figure 
who is not at all like me’’, he stated. 

The Greek government has refused 
permission for Le Pen to enter their 
country. The FN leader had announced his 
intention to visit Greece and call for the 
release of officers imprisoned for their part 
in the former military dictatorship. 


WEST GERMANY 


Nazi on trial for 
murder 


Karl-Heniz Hoffman, leader of the 
banned Hoffman Military Sports 
Group, has appeared in court charged 
with the murder of a Jewish publisher, 
Shlomo Levin, and his companion, 
Frida Poeschke, near Nurenburg in 
1980. 

The state prosecutor told the court that 
one of Hoffman’s motives for ordering the 
murder was an attempt to impress the 
leadership» of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation. 








Former policeman Hans-Guenther 
Froehlich, 35, has been acquitted by a 
German court of inciting to racial hatred by 
producing and circulating a board game 
based on the mass-murder of Jews in the 
Second World War. Another defendant, 
Ingeborg Schulte, received a nine months 
suspended sentence for designing and 
sending the game to Jewish organisations. 
The game, Jew Don’t Get Angry, has a 
board in the shape of a Star of David on 
which is written the names of six Nazi death 
camps. The winner is the first person to 
reach all six and successfully exterminate 
their inhabitants. 


NS) we Oh 


Terrorist prisoner 
loses privileges ~© 


The director and deputy director of a 
Spanish prison hospital have been 
dismissed for granting privileges to 
an ultra-rightist terrorist, Jose 
Fernandez, serving a long-term 
sentence for the murder of five left- 
wing lawyers in 1977. 

Fernandez had been allowed alcohol and 
other privileges and had recently been 
permitted to watch a television film of the 
fatal attack he had carried out with another 
gunman. During the showing of the film, 
warders said, he had shouted fascist 
slogans. 


In the September issue of Searchlight, it 
should have been ackknowledged that 
the article ‘Hard Times for the Bulgarian 
Connection’ was reprinted from 


Intelligence/Parapolitics, published by the 
Association pour le droit a l'information, 
16 rue des Ecoles, 75005 Paris, France. 
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Socialist? No, National Socialist 


The latest issue of National Front News 
(September) is the fifty-ninth issue of an 
unpleasant series, which has served a 
variety of Fiihrers in charge of the 
National Front. Fiihrers may come and go, 
but the general appearance of National 
Front News remains much the same. Now 
firmly in the hands of the young, razor- 
sharp blades of the NF, this fifty-ninth issue 
is much the same as it was when produced 
by the older, pudgier hands of Martin 
Webster. 

The front-page headline screams with shock 
and horror that a plague of immigrant-produced 
heroin is destroying the morals and bodies of 
White Britain. National Front News advocates a 
sophisticated solution to the problem: ‘‘Our 
answer: the death penalty’? announces another 
headline, sitting top-heavily over ten short lines 
of solution. Inside, all the familiar old obsessions 
are paraded: black crimes, rich Jews, aggressive 
Russians and the valiant shock troops of 
Britain’s own fascists all appear in traditional 
measures. Readers can write to headquarters for 
a series of stickers which summarise the NF’s 
preoccupations: ‘‘If They’re Black, Send Them 
Back!’’, ‘‘White Power’’, ‘‘Hang IRA 
Murderers’’, ‘‘Kick out the Red Teachers’’. 

All rather predictable, and in keeping with the 
special NF football hooligan T-shirts on offer. 
However, one of the stickers crams more and 
longer words than the others: so long is the 
message that there is no room for the NF’s own 
symbol. Instead, standing proudly on its own, is 
the hardly catchy motto: ‘‘Marxism is the 
Opiate of the Bourgeois Poseur!’’ 


_ 


ISSUE No. 24 


National Front News, issue number 59, offers 
‘no footnote of explanation for this mouthful of a 
slogan. Nor, of course, does Bulldog, which 
caters for the less cerebral end of the fascist 
market. Instead, it is to Nationalism Today that 
we must turn, in order to find out why the 
modern fascist is prepared to lick the gummy side 
of such a bizarre sticker. 
Issue number 24 of Nationalism Today 
announces that the magazine ‘‘has now been 
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increased in size to twenty-four pages’’ (thank 
goodness National Front News, number 59, had 
no such ideas of matching page length to issue 
number). The extra page length enables us to see 
the pattern of the NF’s ideology, which is 
producing the absurdly pompous slogan. 


In a nutshell (and one wishes these nuts would 
crawl back to their shells) the NF is now viewing 
itself as a working class party, competing with 
the extreme left for the affections of the 
proletariat (at least the blue-eyed and blond- 
haired sections). Whereas the extreme left are 
presented as being composed of intellectuals who 
understand little about genuine working class 
life, the NF is the genuinely working class 
movement; and they have their own genuine 
intellectuals to prove it. The result is a curious 
mish-mash, where radical slogans about the 
proletariat are mixed with familiar themes of 
race and conspiracy. And all this is served up 
with the sort of pretentiousness which separates 
the mere slogan-mongerer from the Intellectual 
who mixes with the Upper Crust of Ideas. 


On one level, there are a number of phrases, 
and indeed paragraphs, which would not be too 
out of place in a left-wing magazine. A feature 
about badly built council tower-blocks 
complains about Labour and Conservative post- 
war policies for working-class housing as ‘‘a 
short-sighted policy to be palmed off on the 
White working folk of Britain’’. Delete ‘‘White’’ 
and substitute ‘‘class’’ for ‘‘folk’’ and the article 
could fit well on the left. So could the assertion 
that ‘‘there is a clear distinction between the 
bourgeoisie and the working class’’. Likewise an 
article complaining about the pay rises of the 
rich, entitled ‘The Men Who Don’t Need to 
Strike’. Indeed the accompanying cartoon draws 
upon traditional socialist images, in portraying 
the bowler-hatted bosses driving in a limousine 
through a crowd of cloth-capped workers who 
are carrying banners proclaiming ‘‘FOOD’’ and 
‘JOBS’’. But one worker’s banner declares 
‘British Workers Unite!’’ The implication is, of 
course, that the British workers should not unite 
with any other sorts of workers (certainly not 
those whose skin colours might be a shade or two 
darker), but that they should unite with 
themselves and the intellectuals of the National 
Front. 


Another dose of Nationalism Today’s radical 
rhetoric is provided by an article, ‘Towards the 
Police State’, which compares Margaret 
Thatcher’s Britain to General Jaruzelski’s 
Poland. In particular, the author, Michelle 
Lawrence (alias Michelle Wiltshire, wife of 
Adrian), concentrates upon the Tory 
government’s reaction to the miners’ strike, 
claiming that this shows Britain is fast becoming 
a ‘police-state’: ‘‘It is clear that authoritarianism 
is growing month by month, week by week, even 
day by day . . . It is high time that people woke 
up to what is now happening. An authoritarian 
prime minister presiding over a neutered cabinet, 
together with a pliant judiciary, are conniving at 
and encouraging the development of new styles 
of police action’’. 


Then there’s Steve Brady, an old hand in racist 
politics, writing about the ‘‘class war’’, as 
‘miners fight desperately on the picket lines’’, 
and Dave Merrett, another familiar name, 


talking about ‘‘neo-nazi scum’’ and ‘‘vermin 
such as the Nazi Party’’. 

In case readers are now becoming increasingly 
perplexed, let’s call a halt and offer a word of 
explanation. Firstly and most obviously, the 
crew now in charge of the National Front 
actually believe that they are more socialist than 
the Marxists. Tracing their beliefs from the 
Strasser brothers (and indeed from the anti- 
semitic British Brothers League, which 


campaigned against Jewish immigrants at the 
turn of the century) they believe that Hitler and 
his acolytes forgot the ‘socialism’ of ‘national 
socialism’. 





Steve Brady: class warrior? 


Secondly there is a crisis within the National 
Front. Despite the growth in unemployment, the 
National Front has not been making great 
inroads into white working-class support. 
Membership is declining, and as Nationalism 
Today notes the party urgently needs ‘‘new 
structures”’ in order to win recruits. The truth is 
that old structures are rotting away. 

The new strategy is to rely upon local 
branches, around which the existing party 
structure is built. Instead there is an urgent need 
for ‘‘a serious Trade Unionist organisation 
within the party’’. Hence all the support for the 
miners. In addition Fronters are urged to set up 
organisations devoted to various issues such as 
“ecology, animal welfare, Ulster Loyalism, 
national heritage to name just a few’’. 

‘Such organisations must be set up with the 
sole purpose of introducing outsiders to the’: 
National Front via the very causes they have 
chosen to support. They must be dominated 
from the outset by the National Front and 
must work to integrate their individual 
themes into the wider vision of the National 
Front’’. 

In other words, the fascists must get smart, 
and present themselves as being something other 
than fascist. The writer goes on to say that ‘‘our 
more intelligent members should also be 
encouraged to join existing organisations of a 
similar nature’’. 

So subtlety is the order of the day. Next time 
you see some smart alec, or Adolph appearing 
concerned about animal rights or the miners and 
wearing a badge declaring something about the 
‘opitate of the bourgeois poseur’, just remember 
he’s got several more badges at home bearing 
racist messages of a stomach-heaving simplicity. 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 


monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY RACISM 


Several recent reports have highlighted 
how racism operates in the social 
security system. The first, by the 
Leicester branch of the Child Poverty 
Action Group, claims that black 
claimants are regularly asked to 
produce their passports and that it is 
the experience of most black claimants 
that they will be expected to show their 
passports each time they attend a 
DHSS office for interview or are 
visited at home. 

The report also shows how people who 
are subject to immigration control may 
jeopardise their stay in this country by 
claiming benefit and, because of 
administrative delays within the DHSS and 
the Home Office, may be forced to rely for 
financial support on their families, who 
may well not be in a position to support 
them. Social security regulations, the report 
says, ‘‘lay down a framework within which 
a black person is treated differently and 
unfavourably when claiming ... 


immigration control measures are designed 
to keep black people out and the DHSS 
instructions are designed to make it more 
difficult for black people to claim 
Supplementary Benefit’’. 

A second report, by the Sandwell 
Benefits Take-Up Campaign, supports such 
claims, saying that black claimants face 
‘particularly vigorous srutiny’’ because of 
the line between immigration status and 
entitlement to benefit. Passport checking 
not only causes considerable anxiety, but 
deters people from claiming what they are 
entitled to. The report also criticises 
assumptions often made by DHSS officials 
that Asian claimants can easily borrow 
money from friends or relatives and 
therefore have less need of social security. 

A report by Islington Peoples Rights also 
found that black people and others subject 
to immigration control often do not claim 
benefits because they fear that their 
immigration status may be investigated. 
This was true, even though everyone 
interviewed appeared to be in the country 


quite legally and to be fully entitled to 
claim. In addition, claimants whose first 
language is not English face additional 
problems because of the lack of translated 
information. 

Together, the three reports highlight an 
important, but underexamined, aspect of 
racism in British society. 
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DEPORTATION NEWS: 





FIGHT GOES TO LORDS 





Undaunted by his defeat in the Court 
of Appeal, Muhammad Idrish and his 
supporters intend to take his case to the 
House of Lords to fight for his right to 
remain in Britain. 

Muhammad’s case is important for two 
reasons. The Home Office’s refusal to 
allow him to stay is based on the fact that 
his marriage to a British woman broke 
down. But it broke down after the 
‘probationary’ period of one year imposed 
on newly-weds by the immigration rules had 
expired. Not only is the rule itself harsh — 
and distressing to newly married couples — 
but if the Home Office succeeds in 
Muhammad’s case it will be encouraged to 
try to get rid of other foreign-born men 
whose marriages to British women break 
down, regardless of the length of the 
marriage. 

Muhammad’s campaign is also important 
because it has received the full backing of 
his union NALGO, who send a large 
contingent to the picket line for each court 
hearing (so far, four). Four regional 
support groups have been set up, in 
Birmingham, Bristol, Sheffield and 


London, and the campaign sees one of its 
main tasks as involving trades unions in the 
anti-deportation struggles of their black 
members. It has already taken on another 
NALGO member’s deportation case, that 
of Shahid Ali Syed, an accountant with 
British Gas, who has been told to leave 
Britain after eight years here. Married with 
one child, Shahid Ali Syed had applied for 
British citizenship when the Home Office 
decided he was no longer welcome. His 
wife, who has a heart condition which 
requires constant medical supervision, 
could face a terrible choice — her medical 
treatment or her husband. 


Meanwhile, in Manchester an active anti- 
racist, Viraj Mendis, is fighting his 
threatened deportation and has received the 
support of over 2,000 signatories, including 
Ken Livingstone and Arthur Scargill. Viraj 
came to the UK as a student from Sri Lanka 
11 years ago. When he ran out of money in 
1975, he gave up his studies and took a 
labouring job. He was arrested as an 
overstayer in May of this year. The 
campaign is concerned that Viraj, who is 
outspoken in his condemnation of the 





vicious Jayawardene regime in Sri Lanka, 
will be persecuted if he is forced to return 
there. 

For further information on the Viraj 
Mendis Defence Committee write to: 
VMDC c/o Box 38, 434 Corn Exchange 
Buildings, Hanging Ditch, Manchester M3 
4BN. 


The Vinod Chauhan Defence Campaign 
has produced a pamphlet which looks at the 
strengths and weaknesses of defence 
campaigns, and discusses the prospects of 
building new alliances between black 
organisation, churches, unions, political 
and women’s groups. The pamphlet, which 
draws on the campaign’s own experiences, 
is called Legalised Abduction: The struggle 
of Vinod Chauhan, and is available at 75p 
(including postage) from: The Vinod 
Chauhan Defence Campaign, 18 Firs 
Avenue, Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancs 0L6 
8PL. 


SUPPORT FOR TEACHER 


Anti-racists in Walthamstow have formed a 
campaign in support of a local Asian 
teacher’s day-to-day struggle against racism 
in her school. The campaign says that Nayan 
Cheta has been subjected to racist remarks 
and has been accused by her head teacher of 


belligerence when she has sought to stand her 


ground. Union representatives are also 
accused of racism in their dealings with her 
and with Asian girls in her class. 

@ The Support Nayan Cheta Campaign 
can be contacted at 23 Verulam Avenue, 
London E17. 
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19-year-old seeks medical treatment after arrest 


POLICING PROBLEMS IN LEYTONSTONE 





Tariq Salim, aged 19, was walking 
down Leytonstone High Road, 
London, on a Wednesday evening with 
a friend when two white lads started 
making racial abuse at them. A scuffle 
broke out, and eventually Tariq and 
his friend went their ways. 

Tariq had just gone into a take away 
nearby when a police officer came in, 
grabbed his arm and twisted it up Tariq’s 
back, accusing him of stealing a bracelet 
belonging to one of the boys who had been 
racially taunting him. 

Tariq was then frogmarched to the local 
police station, still with his arm twisted. He 
has since needed medical treatment for the 
arm which he is unable to stretch fully from 
the pain. When he told the constable he 
would go with him, the officer refused to let 
go of his arm, telling him: ‘‘T’ll hurt you 
some more if you don’t shut up’’. 


At the station he was refused permission 
to make a phone call, pushed about and 
locked in a cell. His shoes were taken away 
from him, and he stayed there for two days 
without a blanket or pillow in a cell which 
was underground and extremely cold. At 
one point he was told to take his trousers 
off — he refused. 

The arresting officers referred to him as 
“you Paki’’. 


£5,000 bail 


On the Friday he was taken to court and 
eventually let out at 3pm after a court 
solicitor got him bailed for £5000. He has 
never before been involved with the police 
and was shocked at his treatment. His 
mother, who lives in the Midlands, was not 
told until the Friday that he had been 
arrested. 


He has now found a barrister to deal with 
the case — he has been charged with 
robbery .. . of a bracelet. Property taken 
from him at his arrest is still at Leyton 
police station — Tariq feels too frightened 
to go there again in case they keep him in 
again. 


Six days in cell 


A 21-year-old Mauritian man was given 
similar treatment some months ago after 
being arrested for possession of a firearm (it 
was a replica toy). He was kept for six days 
in a cell, again without pillow or blankets. 
He was not charged with anything although 
police tried to pin 13 armed robberies on 
him. On the first night, he was refused a 
phone call and it was only after his parents 
reported him missing the next morning that 
they were told where he was. 





RACE AND 
SENTENCING 


It is well known that the proportion of 
black people in prisons, youth custody 
and detention centres is many times 
higher than their proportion in the 
general population. At the same time, 
the criminal statistics show that black 
people are not disproportionately 
represented over the whole range of 
crimes which can attract prison 
sentences. It is surprising, then, to say 
the least, that the two studies that have 
been done in this country on the 
influence of race on sentence find that 
race appeared to have no effect on the 
sentence imposed. 


The first study looked at the crown 
courts in London and Birmingham in the 
late 1970s.! It concluded that ‘‘there 
appears to be no evidence of direct, 
systematic bias on racial lines in 
sentencing’’. The fact that 59% of the black 
defendants went to prison, as against 49% 
of the whites, was ‘‘not statistically 
significant’’. 

The second study, in 1983, covered 
magistrates and juvenile courts, and found 
that black and white defendants received 
substantially the same treatment at the 
hands of the court.? The researchers 
believed that their findings were 
“reassuring’’ and ‘‘may contribute to the 
development of confidence in the court 
system amongst ethnic minorities’’. 

How can this paradox be resoloved? One 
clue is suggested by the researchers 
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themselves, who found that black people 
were Over-represented at court in relation to 
their numbers generally, and in particular 
were more likely to be charged with 
“‘victimless’’ offences (like possessing 
drugs). This takes us back to police 
practice, not only on the street, but also in 
the police station, in deciding whether to 
charge and, if so, with what. 

The other clue to the apparent paradox is 
the loose ends to the research itself — the 
“statistically insignificant’’ 10% difference 


in numbers of blacks and whites sent to 
prison for similar offences; a remark by the 
first team that ‘‘blacks were on the whole 
given more severe sentences’’ — which casts 
grave doubt on the validity of the findings 
themselves. There’s something missing 
from the research. Can it be that racism is 
so institutionalised in the way courts 
operate that the researchers failed to 
recognise it when it hit them in the face? 


1. Baldwin and McConville, Criminal Law Review, October 1982. 
2. Crow and Cove, Criminal Law Review, July 1984. 





FRENCH EXTREMISTS 
ATTACK YOUTH 
PROGRAMME 


In 1982 the French government 
introduced a programme to reduce 
‘youth delinquency’. It was a response 
to the events of 1981, when second 
generation ‘immigrant’ youths were 
involved in serious protests against 
racist harassment, racist policing, and 
appalling living conditions. Special 
holidays were introduced for 
‘deprived’ young people, and 
improved education, sports and 
entertainment facilities were set up to 
enhance youth opportunities. 
However, the programme has run into 
serious difficulties. Right-wing politicians 
are not only refusing to implement the 
schemes, but are fuelling racism. The right- 
wing Mayor of Paris has refused to organise 
any activities for the city’s youth. Instead, 
Mayor Chirac has invited Francois 
Romerio, President of the extreme right- 
wing ‘Legitime Defence’ group, to be a 


member of his Prevention of Delinquency 
Committee. 

He has announced that there is to be a 
‘security drive’ against drug users and a 
special drive to protect high-risk groups, 
like chemists and jewellers, against 
immigrants without papers. In the Calais 
area, North Africans and white campers on 
a holiday organised under the programme 
were segregated. And the local Mayor of 
Bleriot was recently quoted as saying: 
“North Africans are more prolific than us 

Islam is Imperialist — Look at 
Khomeini. They want to take us over, 
impose their way of life on us. It’s war 
between our cultures, and there can only be 
one winner’’. 


On the Belle Isle in Brittany, immigrant 
children on a camping holiday were 
attacked by a racist vigilante group. The 
view of local inhabitants, quoting NF leader 
Le Pen, is that ‘‘we’re not the continent’s 
dust-bin’’. 


In support of the GLC’s Anti-racist Year, CARF has launched a media monitoring project, financed by the 
Greater London Council, to campaign against racism in the national and local press. We would like to hear of 
any work already being done by local groups to combat racism in the media. ‘Between the lines’ is being 
expanded to include work done by the project. 


‘SUN’ 
ECLIPSES 
TRUE FIGURES 


On 27 September Sun readers received 
their periodic ‘scare’ fix — a full page 
devoted to ‘‘black muggers’’. ‘‘Blacks 
do 60% of London Muggings’’, 
proclaimed the bold headline at the top 
of the page. At the bottom of the page 
a ‘gang of young blacks’’ were 
described as ‘‘worse than animals’’, in 
case readers had missed the point 
earlier on. 

The Sun would no doubt claim it was 
doing a piece of serious reporting in letting 
the public know about the release of the 
Home Office’s Crime Statistics for the 
Metropolitan Police District for the year 
1982-3. But a look at the Home Office text 
suggests that accuracy is not the paper’s 
strong point. Its sub-headline announced 
that the ‘‘prime target’? of the mugging 
blacks are ‘‘Asians’? — yet nowhere in the 
Home Office document is there an ‘ethnic 
breakdown’ to indicate that West Indians 
seek out Asians to mug. It would be 
interesting to know how many of the 
‘*Asian victims’’ were in fact ‘‘mugged’’ by 
gangs of white youths, including racist 
thugs. 

Of all the national newspapers, only the 
Standard brought in the issue of racial 
attacks, when discussing the question of 
why Asians figure so prominently in the 
Statistics as ‘victims’. The Standard article, 
although capped by the same kind of 
alarmist headline (‘‘Blacks ‘commit 59% of 
muggings’ ’’) was more accurate than other 
papers in one important respect — it 
pointed out that the situation on the streets 
“thas remained basically unchanged since 
1977’. Despite these scare headlines, there 
was no rising wave of black street crime in 
the 1980s. 

No national paper chose to emphasise 
some other statistics which also emerge 
from the Home Office document — that 
black people do not figure prominently in 
‘other’ forms of robbery and crime, that 
only a small percentage of all crime gets 
reported, and that in a high percentage of 
those which are reported, there is no 
assessment of the ‘ethnic appearance’ of the 
assailant. Only The Times picked up the 
Report’s qualification that where an ‘ethnic 
identification’ is made, it could be 
unreliable, or possibly biased. 

The Home Office apparently believes an 
ethnic breakdown of crime statistics is of 
limited use, and will not publish a similar 
document next year. But no doubt papers 
like the Sun will continue to juxtapose 
sterotypes of the ‘‘black mugger’? and 
‘Asian victim’’, making it appear as if 
blacks are fighting blacks, and not the 
racism endemic in British society. 


BETWEEN THE LINES 


During the week beginning 19 September 
national and regional newspapers were pre- 
occupied with a squirrel — Tufty Fluffytail, 
the traffic safety symbol of the Royal 
Society for the Prevention of Accidents, 
said to be facing the chop in Lambeth 
because he was white, middle-class and 
straight. The ‘story’ gave the papers the 
opportunity to lampoon all anti-racist and 
anti-sexist initiatives, terming them ‘mad’, 
‘destructive’ and ‘absurd’. The squirrel even 
nosed his way into leader columns: “The 
modern socialists of Lambeth want to 
refashion Tufty not merely to make him 
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seem a typical resident of that borough but, 
in their terms, a kind of ideal one .. . they 
would like to see more of his father. But are 
there no mothers who go out shopping with 
their children in Lambeth? Or are there only 
unemployed, ganja-smoking black dads?” 
(Daily Telegraph, 20.9.84). 

Having created the Tufty furor from a 
reputed ‘leak’ by the Lambeth Conservative 
Opposition, with few exceptions the press 
disdained to mention the facts contained in 
a Lambeth Council press release (21.9.84): 
the Council had not referred to Tufty as 
racist, and had never proposed to ban it. 
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“Surely you knew the punishment for killing sheep in Roehampton?” 
Cartoons from Daily Mail (top) 21.9.84 and Standard 25.9.84. 
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Cartciyracn KONING 
RACISM & FASCISM 
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RACIAL VIOLENCE 





Murder charge in station stabbing case 


Following consultations with the Director of 
Public Prosections, 24-year-old James Melloy 
has been charged with the murder of. black 
British Rail ticket collector Peter Burns. Police 
also decided to offer no evidence on a charge of 
grevious bodily harm against 19-year-old 
Terence Neal. Mr Burns was attacked at Seven 
Kings station on 30 June and died later in 
hospital. (Newham Recorder 6.9.84.) 


Schoolgirl attacked on way home 


14-year-old Afua-Agyeman McDonald is still too 
ill and frightened to go back to school after being 
subjected to racist abuse and a cowardly assault. 
She was on her way home with two friends when 
one of them warned her to look out. She ducked 
but a large stone hit her just above the eye. As 
well as suffering blood loss, she needed five 
stitches in the deep cut and has since suffered bad 
headaches. Her assailant admitted the attack, 
but because he had no previous convictions, the 
police decided to caution him. But her father, a 
Guyanese business man, commented, ‘‘I am sure 
that if this assault had been one of black versus 
white, then a prosecution would have taken 
place’’. The family, with the aid of Black Rights 
(UK), are now seeking independent legal advice. 
(Caribbean Times 14.9.84.) 


Cardiff man in vicious attack 


Judge Hugh Williams described Robert Eric 
Miller as ‘‘an unrepentant, dangerous man from 
whom the public deserves and will receive 
protection’? when he gaoled him for four years 
for his attack on taxi-driver Mohamed Salim. 
The court heard that Miller hit the taxi-driver 
over the head with a piece of wood. As Mr Salim, 
who was bleeding badly, ran to his taxi, he was 
pursued by Miller who attacked him again and 
smashed the windscreen of the taxi. Passing 
sentence, Judge Williams also told Miller; ‘‘It 
was one of the worst attacks of its kind I have 
ever seen or heard of, made even uglier by the 
clear undertones of racial hatred we have heard 
of in this case’’. (South Wales Echo 11.9.84.) 


Asian family forced to move 


Newham borough council has agreed to transfer 
an Asian family who have been living under 
virtual siege for more than a year in their council 
flat in east London. Mr Zulfiquar Naz, who 
works for London Transport, had fitted a safety 
chain and a heavy metal letter box to guard 
against petrol bombs. Behind the front door he 
keeps a two-foot long wooden stave. The family 
have lost count of the number of times their 
windows have been broken and racist slogans 
daubed on their walls. 

Police Commander Eddie Jones said he was 
very concerned about the level of racial 
harassment in Newham and stressed that this was 
the top priority for police. But Unmesh Desai, a 
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full-time worker with the Newham Monitoring 
Project which took up the case of the Naz family 
with the local police, said racial violence in the 
East End was now happening far more regularly 
than in previous years, and the attacks appeared 
to be more organised. 

Newham Council are taking out a possession 
order against a white family who were thought to 
be responsible for racial harassment and are 
looking into ways of declaring any family evicted 
for racial harassment intentionally homeless to 
ensure that they would not have to be rehoused 
by the council under the Housing Act. (Guardian 
8.9.84.) 


Anti-racist groups take up couple’s case 


Local anti-racist groups are backing a Kenyan- 
born man and his white wife in their fight to 
protect themselves from racist attacks. For the 
last nine years the couple have had to board up 
their house against attacks and Mr Virji has 
given up his job because his wife is too afraid to 
stay in the house on her own. At one point the 
couple were forced to drive off in their car and 
sleep in a lay-by to avoid attacks. Although Mr 
Virji has identified his attackers to police, they 
have taken no action and the Virjis have made 
complaints of racial abuse and false arrests 
against some Kettering police officers. In the 
latest incident, Mr Virji has been charged with 
causing criminal damage and conduct likely to 
cause a breach of the peace. (Guardian 24.9.84.) 


Youths threw bricks at Asians 


A gang of white youths face charges of 
wounding, affray and criminal damage after an 
attack on three Asians in a car. The youths 
attacked the car, hurling bricks and burning 
wooden stakes seized from a nearby bonfire. 
(Southall Gazette 21.9.84.) 


Police vow to stamp out racist thugs 


Bradford police have promised swift action to 
deal with racists who attack Asian shops in 
Bradford. In a series of recent attacks, a 
butcher’s shop was gutted by fire and daubed 
with NF symbols, and a milk bottle filled with 
petrol was discovered outside an Asian shop. 
Chief Supt. Jack Alderson said: ‘‘If people feel 
they are living in seige conditions in Bradford, 
we assure them that the police will not tolerate 
such a situation’. (Telegraph & Argus 26.9.84.) 


POLICE 





Self-awareness training 


All Metropolitan police officers are to be sent on 
a self-awareness training course to teach them 
about more effective arresting and interviewing 
procedures and to show them if they are being 
too aggressive or ill-mannered in their attitude. 
The course will last for two weeks and is an 
extension of the training for recruits introduced 
two years ago after the Scarman inquiry. The 
architect of the training scheme is Chief 
Inspector Sally Hubbard who spent two months 
in Florida observing similar courses. (Guardian 
6.9.84.) 


COURTS 





Newham Seven charges 


Seven young Asians and three white men have 
been committed for trial on charges arising from 
an incident at the Duke of Edinburgh public 
house in Newham, east London. Charges of 
conspiracy to commit criminal damage were 
dropped against six of the Asians, but they face 
assorted charges of affray, criminal damage and 


carrying offensive weapons. Rathar Chaudhuir 
faces charges of carrying an offensive weapon, 
causing actual bodily harm, as well as conspiracy 
to commit criminal damage. (Guardian 14.9.84.) 


Junior Service wins appeal 


Reggae musician Junior Service won his appeal 
against a conviction for breaking a police van 
window. He had previously been conditionally 
discharged for 12 months and ordered to pay £25 
costs. Mr Service was put in a police van after 
being arrested on a bench warrant. Police alleged 
that when he refused to sit where the driver 
wanted, a struggle occurred, during which Mr 
Service punched out, cracking the glass in the 
van door. Mr Service told the court he had gone 
towards the door to vomit and as he did so, a 
police officer slammed the door on his head. He 
was taken to Carter Street station and later 
transferred to King’s College Hospital, from 
where he had only been recently discharged after 
undergoing surgery for a damaged urethra (see 
Searchlight 108, 109, 112). (Wandsworth 
Borough News 21.9.84.) 


IMMIGRATION 





British boys threatened by mother’s 
deportation 


Two British boys face being put into local 
authority care if their mother is deported. 
Georgina Buckman came to Britain from Ghana 
10 years ago under the impression she had a right 
to stay. But four years later it was shown she 
only had a three-month visa. On her marriage to 
an employee of the Ivory Coast Embassy, she 
was informed that her husband’s diplomatic 
status meant she was exempt from immigration 
control for as long as she remained a member of 
his household. Now the marriage has broken 
down due to her husband’s violence and she 
faces deportation. A local campaign has been set 
up to fight against this; please contact 
Wandsworth Legal Resource Project, 248 
Lavender Hill, London SW11, 01-228 9462. 


Council asked to oppose deportation 


Labour councillors have forced a special meeting 
of Hammersmith Borough Council to consider 
asking the Home Office to reverse the 
deportation order on a Mauritian-born nurse and 
her 2-year-old daughter. Therese Bobe came to 
Britain in 1973 and qualified as a state enrolled 
nurse. Her marriage broke up in 1981 and she 
lost her hospital job when she became pregnant. 
She accepted a job at a private nursing home, but 
despite constant reminders from Mrs Bobe and 
the Department of Employment, her employer 
failed to renew her work permit. Mrs Bobe’s case 
has also led to demands for changes in 
immigration laws which allow only employers to 
apply for work permits. (Morning Star 28.9.84.) 


Black sections in Labour Party delayed 


The Labour Party conference voted against the 
immediate establishment of black sections to give 
its black members a greater say in the party. 
Black delegates argued both sides of the case but 
the conference voted to ask the National 
Executive to consult the party in the hope of 
returning to next year’s conference with firm 
proposals. (Zimes 4.10.84.) 


Football star in self-defence row 


Southampton’s Reuben Agboola has been fined 
£1,000 by manager Lawrie McMenemy and put 
on the transfer list after a fight outside a wine 
bar. But according to witnesses, Agboola was 
only defending himself against racist taunts and 
was hit by a car when he fell during the fracas. 
He was taken to hospital with head and face 
injuries. (African Times 5.10.84.) 


